
 
 BASIC COMPOSITION.COM 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATIONS (MLA) 
 
With MLA Bibliographic Citations, you simply find the corresponding format/form which 
matches the source you are using.  For example, if you are using a reading from your 
textbook, then you should select the MLA Bibliographic Citation format/form for 
SELECTIONS IN AN ANTHOLOGY.  Using the source, put all of the information you can 
find into the corresponding format/form, then place the citation on your Works Cited 
page.   

 
PRINT DOCUMENTS 

 
1. BOOKS 
Last Name, First Name.  Title [italicized].  City of Publication: Press Name, Year of 
Publication. Print.  
 
EX: 
Galas, Brad.  An Anthropological Investigation of Southern Utahns.  New York: 
Greenfield Press, 2010.  Print.  
 
1.1. Two Authors 
Last Name, First Name and Last Name, First Name. 
 
1.2. Three Authors 
Last Name, First Name, Last Name, First Name, and Last Name, First Name. 
 
1.3. More Than Three Authors 
Use the abbreviation et al. following the Last Name, First Name of the first author  
(EX: Miller, Tyler, et al.)   
 
1.4. No Author 
Use the title in place of the author's name.   
 
1.5. Corporate or Group Authors 
Use the entire name of the corporate or group author. 
 
 
2.  EDITED BOOK OR ANTHOLOGY 
Last Name, First Name, ed.  Title [italicized].  City of Publication: Press Name, Year of 
Publication. Print. 
 
Note: Use ed. for single editors.  Use eds. for two or more editors. 
 
EX: 
Hellman, Angela, ed. Religious Turmoil: An Introspection of Race in the Evangelical 
Church.  Portsmouth: Eco Press, 2009. Print.  
 
 
 



 
 
3.  A SELECTION FROM AN ANTHOLOGY OR EDITED COLLECTION  
(A COLLECTION OF LETTERS, SHORT STORIES, POETRY, OR ESSAYS) 
Last Name, First Name [of the shorter work - article, essay, or poem].  Title of the shorter 
work [in quotation marks]. Title of the Longer Work [italicized].  Ed. First Name [then] 
Last Name.  City of Publication: Press Name, Year of Publication.  Page Numbers.  
Print. 
 
Page numbering when continuous is number to number.  
EX: 114-128 
 
Page numbering when broken is number comma number. 
EX: 74, 123 
 
Note: When no author is given, move the title [in quotation marks] into its place. 
 
 
4. A BOOK WITH A TRANSLATOR 
Last Name, First Name.  Title [Italicized]. Trans. [Put the translator’s name here First 
Name and then Last Name]. City of Publication: Press Name, Year of Publication. Print. 
  
EX: 
DeGorges, Armand. Phronesis.  Trans. Sarah Riggins.  New Haven: Port Press, 2011.  
Print.  
 
 
5.  JOURNAL ARTICLE 
Last Name, First Name.  Title of the Article [in quotation marks with all appropriate words 
capitalized].  Title of Journal [italicized].  Volume Number. Issue Number (Year of 
Publication): Pages. Print. 
 
EX: 
Day, Sarah.  “Children of Working Mothers.” Journal of Health and Urban Development.  
5.1 (2014): 27-38.  Print.  
 
 
6.  ARTICLE IN A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
Last Name, First Name.  Title of the Article [in quotation marks with all appropriate words 
capitalized].  Title of Magazine [italicized].  Abbreviated Month. Year of Publication: 
Pages. Print. 
 
EX:  
Cordoba, Alissa. “Finding New Energy Sources.” Scientific Entrepreneur Quarterly. Apr. 
2010: 47-49.  Print.   
 
7.  ARTICLE IN A WEEKLY MAGAZINE 
Last Name, First Name.  Title of the Article [in quotation marks with all appropriate words 
capitalized].  Title of Magazine [italicized].  Day.  Abbreviated Month. Year of Publication: 
Pages. Print. 
 



 
EX: 
Meyers, Gregory. “Giving Everything to Family.” Healthy Living Monthly. Mar. 2010: 39-
48, 101.  
 
 
8.  ARTICLE IN THE NEWSPAPER 
Last Name, First Name.  Title of the Article [in quotation marks with all appropriate words 
capitalized].  Title of Newspaper [italicized].  Abbreviated Day Month Year of Publication. 
Pages. Print. 
 
EX: 
Marx, Roger.  “Recovering from Recession: A Long Haul.” The Wall Street Voice. 20 
June 2011. A3.  Print.      
 
 
9.  ABSTRACT (ARTICLE, BOOK, DISSERTATION, OR THESIS) 
Last Name, First Name.  Title of the Work [italicized].  Identify if the text: Article, Book, 
Dissertation, or Thesis [Put the word]. Location or University, Year of Publication or 
Completion.  Source [Name the database or index containing the abstract].  Print. 
 
EX: 
Valentino, Melissa.  Plasmid Change in Tuberculosis.  Dissertation.  Pacific 
Technological University.  Dissertations and Theses.  Print.  
 
 
10. PAMPHLET OR BROCHURE 
Title of the Pamphlet [Italicized].  City of Publication: Name of the Corporation or 
Organization, Year of Publication.  Print.  
 
EX: 
Heart Health and Wellness.  Tampa: American Cardiology Association, 2011.  Print.   
 
 
 

ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS 
Advice: 
Always cite any information you can find, since some information will be difficult to find.  
 
1.  ONLINE SITE, HOMEPAGE, OR ONLINE TEXT. 
Last Name, First Name [use name only if found].  Title of the site [italicized].  Name of 
sponsoring organization or institution.  Date of publication or most recent update.  Web. 
Date of access or view.  <Uniform Resource Locator or online address> [optional]. 
 
EX: 
Norris, Tom.  Fish Species of Arizona. Society of Northern Arizona Fisherman.  Winter 
2010.  Web. 14 August 2011. <http://www.fsarizona.org/fishspecies>. 
 
 
 
 



 
Notes:  
+When URL's are longer, you may split them at the slash [/] to fit the lines appropriately. 
+When no date is given, you may write N.D. (n.d.).   
+Always enclose Uniform Resource Locators or Online Addresses in Arrow Point 
Brackets < >. 
 
2.  ONLINE SITE WITH A SHORT ARTICLE OR INFORMATION PAGE. 
Last Name, First Name [use name only if found].  Short Title [in quotation marks with all 
appropriate words capitalized].  Title of the page/site [italicized].  Name of sponsoring 
organization or institution.  Date of publication or most recent update [Day Month Year].  
Web. Date of access or view [Day Month Year].  <Uniform Resource Locator or online 
address> [optional]. 
 
EX: 
Lennox, Jerry.  “Working with Plastics.”  Plastic Construction.  Materials and 
Construction Omnisite.  Spring 2009.  Web.  19 April 2010.   
 
 
3.  ONLINE BOOK 
Last Name, First Name.  Title [italicized].  Owner of the Site or the name of sponsoring 
organization or institution.  Date of publication or most recent update [Day Month Year].  
Web. Date of access or view [Day Month Year].  <Uniform Resource Locator or online 
address> [optional]. 
 
EX: 
Freeman, Kevin.  Constructing Sustainable Shelters.  Housing for the Homeless.  July 
2009.  Web.  12 November 2009.   
 
 
4.  ONLINE JOURNAL ARTICLE 
Last Name, First Name. Title of the Article [in quotation marks with all appropriate words 
capitalized].  Name of Sponsoring Site or Periodical Publication [italicized], Date of 
publication or most recent update [Day Month Year].  Web. Access Date  [Day Month 
Year].  <Uniform Resource Locator or online address> [optional]. 
 
EX: 
Goody, Mary.  “Interior Design and the Muslim World.” Interior Design Quarterly, 11 
March 2009.  Web. 17 October 2010.  <http://www.idq.com/designmuslimworld> 
5.  ONLINE IMAGE 
Last Name, First Name.  Title [italicized].  Date Created or Date Published [Day Month 
Year].  Location. Web.  Access Date [Day Month Year]. <Uniform Resource Locator or 
online address> [optional]. 
 
EX: 
Williams, Ted.  On the Grand Canyon.  14 January 2008.  Web. 20 March 2010.  
<http://www.tedwilliamsimagery.com/grandcanyon>. 
 
 
 
 



 
6.  ONLINE ARTICLE FROM A DATABASE 
Last Name, First Name. Title of the Article [in quotation marks with all appropriate words 
capitalized].  Name of Periodical [italicized]. Date of publication [Day Month Year]: 
Pages.  Name of Database.  Name of Subscription Service [if available].  Web. Access 
Date [day month year].  <Uniform Resource Locator or online address> [optional]. 
 
EX: 
Clark, Mary.  “Science and Sin: The Atheist Argument.”  American Myth: A Journal of 
Culture and Folklore May 2010: 29-32.  Academic Search Basic. Eduhost.  Web. 4 
September 2010.     
 
 
7.  ONLINE POSTINGS (GROUP/LISTSERV/NEWSGROUP) 
Last Name, First Name.  Title from the Subject Heading [in quotation marks with all 
appropriate words capitalized].  Online Posting [written as is].  Name of newsgroup or 
group or listserv.  Date of posting [Day Month Year].  Web.  Access Date [Day month 
year].  <Uniform Resource Locator or online address> [optional]. 
 
EX:  
Wiser, Kimberly.  “Why Men Cheat.”  Online Posting.  Askaboutmen.org.  14 November 
2012.  Web. 24 December 2012.   
 
 
8.  ONLINE POSTING (BLOG) 
Last Name, First Name.  Title of Entry [in quotation marks with all appropriate words 
capitalized].  Name of the Sponsor of the Blog [italicized].  Date of entry [Day Month 
Year].  Web.  Access Date [Day Month Year].  <Uniform Resource Locator or online 
address> [optional]. 
 
EX: 
Petersen, Trisha.  “Walking into a Phoenician Desert.” BloggerXL.  26 July 2009. Web. 9 
March 2010.   
 
 
9.  ONLINE CLIP (AUDIO OR VIDEO CLIPS) 
Last Name, First Name.  Title [italicized].  Name of Host [e.g. YouTube, Google Video, 
iTunes, MP3. com - italicized].  Date of posting, publication, or performance [Day Month 
Year].  Web. Access Date [Day Month Year].  <Uniform Resource Locator or online 
address> [optional]. 
 
EX: 
Armstrong, Kelly.  Quite Ripe.  YouTube.  14 April 2009.  Web. 23 March 2010.   
 
 
10.  WIKI 
“Keyword.” Name of Wiki [italicized].  [Name of Owner/Group].  Date of posting, 
publication, or performance [Day Month Year].  Web. Access Date [Day Month Year].  
<Uniform Resource Locator or online address> [optional]. 
 
EX: 



“Cenobio Hernandez.”  
 

NON-PRINT DOCUMENTS 
 
 
1.  GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
Author or Group Name [Last Name, First Name for individual authors].  Department or 
Agency Name.  Title [italicized].  City of Publication [if applicable].  Year of Publication.  
Print.  
 
 
2.  DISSERTATION OR THESIS 
Last Name, First Name.  Title [in quotation marks with all appropriate words capitalized].  
Type [write either Diss for dissertation or Thesis for thesis].  The Name of the University, 
College, or School.  Year of Completion.   Print.  
 
 
3.  IMAGES, ARTWORK, AND ADVERTISEMENTS 
Name of the Author, Agency, or Business [for individuals, use Last Name, First Name].  
Title of Work [if applicable, italicized].  Type [you should specify the type of work: 
Painting, Advertisement, Photograph, etc.].  Name of Sponsor or host.  Location [if 
applicable].  Year of creation or publication.  Print.  
 
 
4.  AUDIO TRACKS, MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS, OR SONGS 
Last Name, First Name [give the musicians name].  Title [in quotation marks with all 
appropriate words capitalized].  Recording Label [if applicable].  Date Created or Date 
Published.   
 
 
5.  TELEVISION OR RADIO PROGRAMS 
Episode Name [in quotation marks].  Name of Writer.  Name of Director.  Name of 
Television or Radio Program.  Name of the TV Station or Radio Network.  Year of 
presentation.  [Specify whether TV, DVD, Radio, or Web]. 
 
 
6.  FILMS 
Name of the Film.  Name of the Director.  Name of the Distributor or Production 
Company.  Year of presentation.  [Specify Whether DVD, VHS, or Other] 
 
 
7.  LECTURES, SPEECHES, OR PUBLIC ADDRESS 
Last Name, First Name.  Title of Speech, Address, or Lecture [in quotation marks with all 
appropriate words capitalized].  Name of event, course, or other context [if applicable].  
Location.  Date [day month year].  [Specify Whether Performance, Lecture, Speech, 
Web, or Other] 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
8.  INTERVIEWS 
Last Name, First Name.  Personal Interview [written as is].  Date [day month year]. 
 
EX: 
Winters, Paula.  Personal Interview.  12 April 2010. 


