
BASIC COMPOSITION.COM 
 

PARTS OF SPEECH DESCRIPTION 
 
 
NOUN 

 
PRONOUN 

 
VERBS 

 
ADJECTIVES 

 
Subject 
Direct Object 
Indirect Object 
Obj. of Prep. 
Predicate Noun 
Appositive 
 

 
Take the place of a 
noun 
 
Watch for: 
Personal 
Reflexive 
Relative   
Demonstrative 
Interrogative 
Indefinite  
   Pronouns 

 
Helping verb 
 
Main verb 
   +Action 
   +Linking 

 
Modify nouns and 
pronouns 
 
Answer questions: 
Which one? 
What kind of? 
How many/much? 
Whose? 

 
 
 
ADVERBS 

 
PREPOSITIONS 

 
CONJUNCTIONS 

 
Modify verbs, adjectives, and 
adverbs 
 
Answer questions: 
Where? 
When?  
Why? 
How?  
Under what condition? 
To what extent? 

 
Must be part of a phrase that 
has the following 
components 
 
 
Prep. + noun 
Prep. + pronoun 

 
Joining words 
    
Coordinate 
        and 
        but 
        or 
        nor 
        so 
        for 
        yet 
     
Subordinate 
        when 
        until 
        before 
        before 
        since 
        if 
        etc. 
 
 

 
 
INTERJECTIONS 
 
One or two words usually showing surprise or emotion. 
Punctuated with an exclamation mark(!).  
(Mild interjections are punctuated with a comma.) 

 
 

 
         
    


