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APA PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS (IN-TEXT CITATIONS) 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

USING QUOTED, PARAPHRASED, AND SUMMARY MATERIAL 
APA style requires that all quotes, paraphrases, and parenthetical summaries include the year 
of publication, the author’s name, and page number (s) appear in an in-text citation. 
 
EX: 
One source suggests, “The universe is part of a larger consciousness” (Johnson, 2014, p. 45-
55). 
 
EX: 
Johnson (2014) suggests, ““The universe is part of a larger consciousness” (p. 45-55). 
 
 
BLOCK QUOTATIONS  
Any quotation longer than forty words should be placed into BLOCK form.  Do not use quotation 
marks.  Blocks are indented (about half an inch).  
 
If a new paragraph is started, place two indents to help to identify the start of the new 
paragraph.  
 
EX: 
Berk (1999) states: 

The predicate is typically the structure that follows the subject. If the subject is an agent, 
causer, or instrument, the predicate will express the action carried out by that subject; if 
the subject is something which is being described, the predicate will provide the 
description; if the subject is patient, the predicate will indicate what happened to the 
subject. For most speakers, the notion of predicate that is separate from the subject is 
fairly intuitive.  

The English predicate must contain a verb; it can contain other structures—a 
direct object, an indirect object, various complement structures, and adverbs—but it 
must contain a verb.  While most imperative utterances omit the subject (Sit down; Drink 
your milk), there are no English sentences in which the verb is omitted.  In many ways 
the verb controls what happens grammatically in the sentence. (p.25) 

As Berk suggests, the predicate and the verb provide a substantial service to each sentence. 
 
Remember: Many instructors will require that you provide a comment, summary, or other note 
after the long block quote. 
 
 
AUTHOR LISTING 
Last Name (1 author) 
Last Name & Last Name (2 authors) 
Last Name, Last Name, and Last Name (up to 5 authors) 
Last Name, et al. (more than 6 authors)  
Corporation/Company/Association/Organization Name. 
 



 
PAGINATION 
p.# (for one page) 
pp.#,# (for broken pagination) 
pp.#-# (for continuous pagination) 
 
p. = for one page 
pp. = for Multiple Pages 
 
 
SOURCE WITHOUT PAGES 
Sources without page numbers do not require pages numbers in the citation. However, some 
citations will require paragraph numbers (if paragraph numbers are provided with the source).  
 
 
SOURCES WITH NO DATE 
Write (n.d.) 
 
 
SOURCES WITH NO AUTHOR 
Begin with the title and end with a period. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PARENTHETICAL CITATION PROCEDURES 
 

1. Work with One Author 
 
 
Author (Year)........................... (p.#). 
 
-or- 
 
....................................... (Author, Year, p.#). 
 
EX: 
Johnson (2014) suggests, ““The universe is part of a larger consciousness” (p. 45-55). 
 
-or- 
 
One source suggests, “The universe is part of a larger consciousness” (Johnson, 2014, p. 45-
55). 
 
 
2. Work with Two Authors 
 
Author and Author (Year)............................. (p.#). 
 
-or- 
...................................... (Author & Author, Year, p.) 
 



Note: An ampersand may be used in place of AND (&).  
 
 
EX: 
Richards and Ogden (1923) suggest, “Symbols direct and organize, record and communicate” 
(p. 30) 
 
-or- 
 
Two authors suggest, “Symbols direct and organize, record and communicate” (Richards & 
Ogden, 1923, p.30).  
 
3. Work with Three to Five Authors 
 
Author, Author, Author, and Author (Year).................... (p.#). 
 
-or- 
 
.................................... (Author, Author, Author, & Author, Year, p.#). 
 
 
 
4. Work with Six or More Authors 
 
Author, et al. (Year)............................ (p.#). 
 
-or- 
 
............................................... (p.#). 
 
 
 
5. Work with an Unknown Author/No Author 
Use the first word or two of the original title. 
 
Title (Year)................................... (p.#). 
 
-or- 
 
......................................... (Title, Year, p.#). 
 
Note: Make sure to put the comma inside the last quotation mark in your citation. 
 
The ancient text, Rhetorica ad Herennium (n.d.), “examples, they say, serve the purpose of 
testimony; for, like the testimony of a witness, the example enforces what the precept has 
suggested…” (p.243). 
 
-or- 
 



One source suggests, “examples, they say, serve the purpose of testimony; for, like the 
testimony of a witness, the example enforces what the precept has suggested…” (Rhetorica, 
n.d., p.243) 
 
 
 
6. Work with an Organization/Company Author 
 
Organization/Company Name (Year)................................. (p.#). 
 
-or- 
 
......................................... (Organization/Company Name, Year, p.#). 
 
 
EX: 
 
7. Work with Authors with the Same Last Name 
To avoid confusion, use the first initial(s) with the last names. 
 
Initial. + Author (Year)............................ (p.#). 
 
-or- 
 
..........................................(Initial. + Author, Year, p.#). 
 
 
EX: 
 
8. Two or More Works by the Same Author 
If list two or more works by the same author in the same year, use lowercase letters (a, b, c, and 
so forth) with the year to order these items on the References page. 
 
Author (Year + Letter).......................................... (p.#). 
 
-or- 
 
.............................................. (Author, Year + Letter, p.#). 
 
EX: 
 
9. Two or More Works in the same parentheses 
 
Author (Year) and Author (Year)........................................ 
 
-or- 
 
.......................................... (Author, year; Author, year). 
 
 
EX: 



 
 
10. Personal Communications (letters/Email) 
Use the first initial and the words "personal communication" and the date (month day, year). 
Author……………………………… (personal communication, day month, year). 
 
-or- 
 
.................................... (Author, personal communication, day month, year). 
 
 
EX: 
Prof. Jeffrey Samuelson, in a letter, posits that “Humankind exists in this century with a most 
profound exhibition of narcissism” (personal communication, 14 April 2014).   
 
-or- 
 
One sociologist suggested that “Humankind exists in this century with a most profound 
exhibition of narcissism” (Jeffrey Samuelson, personal communication, 14 April 2014) 
 
 
 
11. Electronic Sources 
If the source has numbered paragraphs, then use the abbreviation "para." If the source contains 
heading, then cite the heading. 
 
Author (Year)....................................... (para.#). 
 
-or- 
 
Author (Year)............................................. (Heading name, para. #). 
 
 
 
12. Indirect Sources 
If a source was cited in another source, list the original source on your References list, as well 
as the source you are using.  In the parenthetical citation, make sure to put the words "as cited 
in" before the new source's author's name. 
 
(Original Author)..............................................(as cited in New Author, Year, p.#). 
 
 
 
13. Sacred or Classical Text 
Identify the text, version, and chapter, verse, and line.  You do not have to cite the source on the 
reference list. 
 
.................................................. Text #:# Version). 
 
EX: 



In the Old Testament, one passage suggests, "When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but 
with humility comes wisdom" (Proverbs 11:2, New International Version 2011). 


