BASIC COMPOSITION.COM

INDEFINITE ARTICLES (A & AN)

What is the first letter of the word?

If the letter is... Ifthe letter is...

A E I,O,U

(Vowels)

B,C,D,F,G,H J,K,L,M,N,P,Q,R, S, T,V,W, X, Y, Z

(Consonants)

= =

A 4 A 4

A AN

If the vowel is a “U”, then ask if the “U” has a
strong vowel sound or a weak vowel sound.

If the sound is strong, then, you would use “A”.
If the vowel is weak, then you would use an “AN”.

EX:
(an) umbrella
[Notice the weak “U” sound]

Vs.

(a) university
[Notice the strong “U” sound)]
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